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CSD18 SUPERINTENDENT NEWSLETTER
Changes to Anti-Bullying and Youth Suicide Awareness Policies
During the 2016 session of The General Assembly of the state of Missouri, new legislation was enacted regarding
anti-bullying and youth suicide awareness. House Bill 1583 modified provisions relating to student safety. Section
160.775, RSMo modified the definition of “bullying” to mean intimidation, unwanted aggressive behavior, or harassment that is repetitive or is substantially likely to be repeated and causes a reasonable student to fear for his
or her physical safety or property; substantially interferes with the educational performance, opportunities, or
benefits of any student without exception; or substantially disrupts the orderly operation of the school.
“Cyberbullying” is also defined in this section to include bullying that is the transmission of communication including, but not limited to, a message, text, sound, or image by means of an electronic device including, but not limited
to, a telephone, wireless telephone, or other wireless communication device, computer or pager.
Section 170.047 RSMo addresses youth suicide awareness and prevention. Beginning in the 2017-2018 school year,
any licensed educator may complete up to two hours of training or professional development in youth suicide
awareness and prevention as part of the professional development hours required for State Board of Education
certification. By July 1, 2018, each district must adopt a policy which must address strategies that can help identify
students who are at possible risk of suicide.
Section 170.048 RSMo requires that by July 1, 2018, school districts shall adopt a policy for youth suicide awareness
and prevention, including plans for how the district will provide for the training and education of its district employees. The policy shall address, but not be limited to, the following: (1.) strategies that can help identify students who
are at risk of suicide; (2.) strategies and protocols for helping students at possible risk of suicide: and (3) protocols
for responding to a suicide death.
In order to meet these new requirements, the Missouri School Board Association has provided policy updates for the
district to consider and adopt. The Caruthersville Board of Education (BOE) and administration are reviewing these
updates for adoption at the November meeting of the BOE. Over the next few weeks, administration will be sharing
the recommended revisions with students and staff to gather input. The revised policies will be adopted at the
November 10 meeting of the Board of Education. Once adopted, MSBA will update the new policies on the district
website at www.cps18.org.
In an effort to address the requirements of HS1583, the Caruthersville School District has implemented a “Bully Incident Report Form” in all three buildings. Any students who believes they have been a target of bullying should
complete the form and submit to the building principal. Any staff member who is a witness to bullying is required to
complete the form, as well as any parents who believes their child has been bullied. All forms should be submitted
to the building principal. The form is available for students and staff in the principal’s office of each building. Parents may request a form from the office. All reports will be investigated to determine if the act meets the definition
of bullying, or some other form of conflict. The Caruthersville School District #18 will not tolerate any form of bullying, hazing or harassment.
It is important that staff, students and parents understand the difference in normal conflict and bullying behavior.
The included chart, based on the work of Dan Olweus, compares normal conflict and bullying behavior.
NORMAL CONFLICT
Occasional

BULLYING BEHAVIOR
Is a repeated happening

Not pre-planned, in the heat of the moment

Premediated, on purpose, intentional, planned

Genuine upset of both parties

Person being bullied is more upset

Trying to work things out

Trying to be the one in control

Not trying to take something from someone

Want to take power or possessions from someone

Both parties admit some responsibility

Blame is laid on the person who is bullied

Effort to solve the problem by both parties

No effort to solve the problem by the person bullying
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Tiger Traditions

by JJ Bullington

Tiger Traditions were certainly evident at the CHS 2016
“Pixar Perfect” Homecoming. With 1986 CHS Graduate,
Claire Hayden Jackson, leading the charge, students engaged in class competitions full of spirit and pride, yet
still showing great sportsmanship and respect for revival
classes.
As a CHS graduate, I am proud to see our students
engaging in past traditions, while creating a few of their
own. The 2016 assembly took me back in time to a day
when nothing was more exciting than Homecoming
week. We gathered at our classmates homes, made banners, practiced skits and decorated a car or float for the
parade. Luckily the Class of 1977 had a lot of talent! BeBe Pictured: CHS Student Council Officers: Kristin HilBetz was emerging as an artist and always made sure we burn, Hannah Vaughn, Morgan Stansell and Nickiya
had a winning banner all four years!
Maxwell leading the student body in the school song.
The moment that was most touching for me at the 2016 Accompanied by Dustin Walters and the CHS Choir.
assembly was when the entire student body and guests
stood to sing the school song. The CHS school song was written, 68 years ago, by Wendall Crow, a 1949 CHS
graduate and the father of performing artist, Sheryl Crow. Prior to the 2006 tornado, the words of the school
song hung in the Joe Parkinson Gymnasium. CHS Principal, Claire Jackson, has brought the school song back
to life. Yes, seeing this tradition revived was certainly a “Tiger Pride” moment for all CHS graduates! Thank
you to the CHS administration, staff and students for a job well done.

District Maintenance Supervisor Retires after 30 Years
Caruthersville School District #18 Maintenance Supervisor, Danny Bullington has retired
after 30 + years of service. Mr. Bullington started working as the maintenance supervisor
for the district in 1986. When the district was in need, Danny stepped up and served as
both maintenance and transportation supervisor for two years.
Mr. Bullington played an integral part in rebuilding the district after the 2006 tornado. He
was always an employee willing to put in the extra hours to do whatever needed. He was
the epitome of a dedicated, loyal, honest and trustworthy employee. Those he worked
with and supervised would attest to his character and work ethic. Mr. Bullington was well
respected by all!
Prior to being hired by the district, Danny was a self-employed electrician, working with his father in the
family business, Bullington and Son Electric. Mr. Bullington is married to Christie Parkinson Bullington
and has two children, Krystal Bullington Halterman and James D. Bullington, Jr..
Congratulations Danny for a job well done! Enjoy your retirement.
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George Howard named Maitenance Supervisor
"Danny's shoes will be a challenge to fill," says George Howard, Caruthersville School
District's new maintenance supervisor about Danny Bullington. "I really admire his
calm and effective approach to solving issues. I have learned a lot watching him this
past year."
While Mr. Howard is rather new to Caruthersville, he is not new to Missouri public
schools, management, nor hard work. Since the age of 12, George has worked
in various positions, such as farming, maintenance/custodial at Malden
school, restaurant management, and business ownership. He is a cooperative teamplayer and a quietly effective leader. "We have a great team to work with," states Mr.
Howard. "John Koss is a very knowledgeable hard worker and we're so glad to
have Melvin Gorman recently join the team with his determination and years
of experience in our school. The grounds-keeping crew members, Donnie Burnham and Renee Palmer, are second to none and I look forward to working side-by-side with our transportation supervisor,
Tommy Sayre."
George is married to Elisabeth Howard, the 5th/6th grade science teacher at the Middle School. They
are empty-nesters with three grown children: Michael, Brice and Brianna. "I am so happy that Elisabeth
and I were able to become employees of this district. We love working here with a staff that is encouraging of strengths, fun to be around, and one that takes running a great school extremely seriously. I
will make you proud that you selected me for this position!"

Committed to Excellence, Focused on Learning

Administration

OUR VISION:

Superintendent
Ms. J. J. Bullington
Director of School Services
Dr. Fred Czerwonka
Financial Consultant
Mr. George Byers
High School Principal
District Curriculum Coordinator
Mrs. Claire Jackson
Middle School Principal
Mrs. Stephanie McGraw
Elementary Principal
Mr. Brad Gerling
High School Assistant Principal
Mr. Stacy Bradshaw
Middle School Assistant Principal
Mr. Corey Miller
Elementary Assistant Principal
Mrs. Misty Rhine

Caruthersville Public Schools, through a unified effort of
school personnel, parents, and community leaders, will
ensure that all students are successful in a rigorous and
relevant instructional program that prepares them for
postsecondary education, the military or the workforce.
Students will thrive in a safe and engaging learning environment that recognizes diversity and stimulates each student’s strengths and talents.
It is our vision to establish Caruthersville School District
as an educational model of excellence.

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Mr. Bill Reno–President
Lee Bethune—Vice President
Ms. Sandra Barnes—Treasurer
Mr. Tom McCall—Member
Mrs. Cynthia Hodge—Member
Mrs. Patricia Cagle—Member
Ms. Dona Clark—Member
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Gauge Brodie, Isabel Lack, Peyton Guy

Kindergarten

Pre K

Caruthersville Elementary ROCK STAR Students

2nd GRADE

1st GRADE

Charlie Houston, Keshawn Norris, Layne Woodall, Cole Privett, Gunner Newton, Melanie Johnson

Gabrielle Steel, Lyric Robinson, Destinee Brown

4th GRADE

3rd GRADE

Will Avis, Ashton Martin, Eli Hodges, Braylon Luna Chris Brown, Audrianna Johnson

Miley Tate, Shea Barnett
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CES Welcomes New Faculty & Staff

Jo Sample– Favorite Quote: “Always look on the positive side!!!” Interesting Fact: I
grew up on a family farm and am proud to be a county girl!

Kimberly Wells- Interesting fact: I am a volunteer at the CHS-PAWS animal shelter in
Hayti and I also sit on the board there.
Favorite Quote: “Shoot for the moon, even if you miss you'll land among the stars”.
Mallory Pritchard- Interesting Fact: I've taught every grade K-4 for at least one year.
Favorite Quote: "This too shall pass".

Debbie Sherrow– Interesting Fact: I am married to Wade Sherrow and have three
beautiful, talented daughters. I am the youngest of 5 by 14, 16, and 20 years.
I have taught Kindergarten, 1st, 3rd, and 5th grades in the past.
I love reading and watching basketball.
Pamela Moore– Favorite Quote: “Shoot for the moon, even if you miss you will land
among the stars.”
Interesting Fact: I went back to school to finish my teaching degree after being out of
school and in the real world for 15 years. I went to college the same time as my oldest
daughter. (Never give up on your dreams!)
Keythlea Horton- Interesting fact about me - I love to sing!
My Favorite Quote is: “Don't sweat the small stuff”.
Katie Enger- Interesting fact: I love to hunt and ride four wheelers.
Favorite Quote: “Never let the fear of striking out keep you from playing the game”.

Gladys Hood- Motto "If you can believe, You can achieve".
Interesting Fact: I come from a rich heritage of educators dating back to founding of
Lincoln University at Jefferson City.
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New Faculty & Staff at CMS
Mr. John Jones attended and completed his
Bachelor of Science degree from Union University
in Jackson, TN. He attended the University of
Martin to complete his Master of Science Degree
in Education. Mr. Jones has been teaching middle
school students for 34 years. He has coached football, basketball, track, and baseball. He enjoys
board games, card games and working in his
yard. He has been married for 38 years to his wife
Sheila. They have two grown sons and two grandchildren.

Seated: Karen Danter, Elaine Jackson, Lea Moore
2nd row: Paula DeBose, Tammy Weber, Emily Widner, Holly
Jayroe, Ronda McWilliams
3rd Row: Elisabeth Howard, Dana Constant, Dustin Walters,
Jonathan Jones, Katie Gibson

Mrs. Karen Danter is teaching 5th grade Math.
She is from Dyersburg. She graduated from the
University of Memphis. Mrs. Danter is married to Chad Danter who is a supervisor for Hershey's.
Together, they have 4 children. Matthew, Malorie, who is getting married in October and works
as a school counselor in AR, and Alice, who is a chef at Ballentine in North Carolina. Ben works
for channel 2 news in Nashville. Matthew’s son, Cooper, is her first grandchild. She is very
thankful for family who love and support her as a wife, mom, nana and teacher.
Ms. Paula DeBose grew up in Caruthersville, MO. She graduated with her Bachelor of Science
in Education from West Alabama University in Livingston, AL. She received her Masters in Curriculum and Development from Williams Woods University.
Ms. Elaine Donze said teaching has been a passion for her since she was a very young girl although she did not know it at the time. She still recalls times when she would sit at a school desk
her mother found at a yard sale. She would get out paper and pencil and pretend she was learning or teaching. There are times that she sits at her desk now and feels as if she were a young girl
again teaching and learning.
She is originally from Ste. Genevieve born and raised. She attended Ste. Genevieve School District where many teachers and coaches shaped her into a young adult and a better person. She
then attended University of Missouri where she majored in hotel and restaurant management and
later went on to take courses through Grand Canyon University where she received her Master’s
Degree in Special Education.
Her teaching career started in 2010 and she has loved the journey ever since. She is currently
teaching 7th and 8th grade Keyboarding as well as Career and Family Exploration, which includes
sewing and cooking. Her students enjoy many fun projects.
Tammy Sullivan lives in Kennett, MO, and is a widowed mother of two little girls, Sierra and
Alyssa Sullivan. She is a graduate of Kennett High School, class of 1994. She attended Arkansas
State University where she received a Bachelors of Arts degree in Philosophy and a Masters of
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Arts in English. She began her teaching career at the college level, teaching freshman and
sophomore English courses. After receiving a teaching certification through SEMO, she began
teaching for the public school system in the fall of 2007. She currently teaches 11th grade English, and is the Missouri Options program and Credit Recover Instructor for both the
Caruthersville Middle School and the High School.
Elisabeth Howard is proud to be the 5th and 6th grade science teacher at Caruthersville Middle School. This is her 18th year teaching in Missouri schools. She grew up in St. Louis and received her bachelor's degree at Webster University in Webster Groves and her master's degree
from Southwest Baptist University. She moved to Arkansas and began teaching at Malden Elementary where she met her husband, George, who also works for Caruthersville. Mrs. Howard
said, “I look forward to doing my best to enhance the learning of Caruthersville students!”
Dustin Walters teaches CMS and CHS choirs as well as music appreciation. He was born and
raised in Milan, TN and was a teacher in the TN public school system for the last 10 years. He received his Bachelor of Music Education from Lambuth University in Jackson, TN and his Master's
of Education in Educational Leadership from Arkansas State in Jonesboro. He currently resides in
Friendship, TN with his wife (who is also a teacher) and his two sons. He is proud to be serving
the community of Caruthersville and teaching the students music.
Brad Treece Is no stranger to the Caruthesville School District. He has a BS in Education from
Memphis State University. He and his wife Pam have three daughters, Jessica, Lindsey and Maddie. Coach Treece enjoys coaching football, basketball, baseball and golf. CMS welcomes Mr.
Treece.

CMS Students Learning

Mrs. Howard’s class-Students learning about plant/animal cells

Mr. Morgan’s Social
Studies classes are
writing their names
in heiroglyphics

CMS Choir practice

Middle
School Math
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CHS Principal Advisory Team
Congratulations to the following students for being
nominated to the Principals Advisory Team:
Katelyn Akins, Justice Burkhalter, Amory Carter,
Laura Constant, David Cook, Ellen Currie, Cortlyn
Hayes, Reshawnda Harris, Eternity Hunt, Alvin
Johnson, Hunter Menton, Taylor Moses, Morgan
Stansell, Micah Williams, and Tyson Young
The team meets with Mrs. Jackson monthly to discuss and provide input on various issues. A few of
the agenda topics discussed last month included:
admission fee for the Homecoming Dance and
appropriate spirit accessories for assemblies.

2016-2017 ACT Test Dates

MSU Quad State Honor Choir
by Choir Director Dustin Walters
Choir Instructor, Dustin Walters shares some
good news. Four students will be performing
in a concert at Murray State with students from
Kentucky, Tennessee and Arkansas next
month. There were over 700 students who
tried out. Mr. Walters said, “They all did a fantastic job and I am proud to be their teacher!!
Students selected for the Quad State Choir are:
Ben Counce, Laura Constant, Kayla McDaniel
and Ellen Currie

Pink Out Cancer

JV and Varsity teams on pink out cancer night.
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CHS Art Students Shine in Competition
Caruthersville High School art students took several awards at two regional art competitions
held during September and October. Nearly 50 artworks were submitted to “Fall into the Arts”
and “Delta Fair Regional Student Art Contest,” held in Kennett. Not only did the students receive
ribbons from both competitions, they also received checks that ranged from $15 to $90. It was a
great experience for everyone. Students also plan to participate in the Congressional Art Competition in December. These award winning artsists were also honored by the Board during their
October meeting.
Following is the ribbon count for the two events:
Destine Russell: Two “Best of Show” for ALL High School Division; Two 1st Places, 2nd and HM
(Honorable Mention)
Katie Riggs: 2nd & 3rd Place
Jacob Underwood: 3rd Place & HM, 3-D art
Landon Hampton: 1st & 2nd Place
Chandler Trowbridge: 1st, 2nd, 3rd & HM
Terrance Raspberry: 1st & 3rd Place
Terikeoshae Davis: 1st Place
Fred Warren: 2nd Place
Takyla Northern: 1st Place
Nick Davis: 2nd Place
Akevian Ricks: 3rd Place
Art Instructor, Vicki Bean: Painting “Best of Show,” 1st, 2nd & 3rd
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